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“Why in the world does the church need ____?!?”, “I’ve been
walking with God for years and we never needed something like that!”, or “I don’t

know what ____ has to do with worshipping God!” Have you ever had a thought like one of
those? I have. Maybe you’ve even gone a step further and not only thought it, but you’ve said it!
Guess what? If that’s ever been your sentiment, you’re in good company. In fact, that is exactly what humans, and Christians
(since most of us are human) have been doing for a loooong time - particularly when it comes to technology and
communication.
In 400 BC Socrates gave a grave warning to his followers about a (relatively) new communication technology that was gaining
in popularity, that he feared would hinder its users mentally. What was the technology? The written word.
A respected Swiss scientist, Conrad Gessner, once made a compelling argument about the dangers of “information overload”
and concluded that the overabundance of data is “confusing and harmful” to the mind, warning his followers of an
advancing technology and its use. To what was Mr. Gessner referring? The printing press. Conrad Gessner died in 1565.
When radio first arrived in America as a popular communication medium, it was met with great caution by elementary school
teachers because it was said to, “distract children from the wholesome tasks of writing and reading books”. (what would
Socrates and Gessner have said to that?)
As you know, advances in communication related technology did not stop with the written word, printing press or radio, but
rather, it has continued to advance and thus the warnings have moved from radio, to TV, to computers, to the internet, to
smart phones, to social media… Where will it stop? In all likelihood, the warnings won’t ever stop. In fact, the writer
Douglas Adams has observed how, “Technology that existed at the time we were born seems normal - anything that is
developed before we turn 35 is exciting - and whatever comes after that is treated with suspicion.”
Every Sunday, most of us walk into a church building and the technology related to communication that is used in the
worship service is something that our grandparents would have trouble recognizing. You can almost imagine their faces as
they say, “Sound System? Video Projector? Electric Piano? TVs in the Lobby? What in tarnation is going on...this is a

When I think of what I am thankful for this season, at the top of the list is all the support and prayers from
you all, and also all of our wonderful teachers and volunteers we have each Wednesday night. It takes
quite a group to keep Awana running smoothly, and they do a spectacular job. Be sure to give them a
special "thanks" during this Thanksgiving month.
Speaking of November, we have a couple special days for the children.
•

On the 3rd, we will have Class Color Night. Each class will choose a color to wear on Wednesday.
Extra Awana bucks will be given for those who participate.

•

Coming up on November 17, we will have our
ever-popular Longest Line
competition. That's where the girls and boys
compete to see who can bring the most items
to donate to the local food pantry. Boys have
won bragging rights the past two years - will
the girls reverse the trend this year? Tune in
next month to find out.

•

Finally, we will not be having Awana on Nov
24 due to the Thanksgiving holiday.
THANK YOU again, and have a wonderful
Thanksgiving.
Lisa Cook

church?!” Technology and the ways in which we communicate with each other have advanced, and Jesus’ church is not
exempt from this reality. While many (myself included) can find ourselves tempted to pine for days gone by, or to rail against
the distraction and busyness created by having a globally connected supercomputer in our pocket 16 hours a day, the reality
is that Jesus has used our technological advancements with regard to communication to bring His church closer to the
fulfillment of the Great Commission than ever before in human history. While there are many pitfalls present with any
advancement, Jesus’ mission of reaching every tribe, tongue and nation has never been closer to fulfillment than it is today thanks in large part to the technological advancements of the past 100 years.

At Faith Community Church we are preparing to take the next step in our communication with the hopes that every person in
North Central Nebraska would have the opportunity to hear the gospel. For the next 8-10 months we are going to be moving
our technology and communication over to a church-specific software that will help make communication to both those
inside and outside of the church simpler, more consistent, and specific to unique segments of the church. Please bear with
us as it will take several months to get our system implemented and adjusted, but know we’re working to make the transition
as seamless and painless as possible.

“What can I do?” The biggest thing you can do to help is this - be on the lookout for an email that will have instructions to
enter your personal information. We will have more details and Frequently Asked Questions in the coming email, but the
starting point for everything else that we hope to do with our software in the future is to get correct information in the system
to begin with. It will only take 2-3 minutes, but we need “good” information...out of date phone numbers, email, etc. will
slow down the process. If you are not on the prayer chain email, you will be able to find the information on the church
website with the steps to take to help us out. If you would prefer to fill out a paper copy, the office will have those available.
Thanks for your help in advance! With 800+ people who call FCC their church home, you can imagine this is going to be quite
the undertaking!

Anyone watching International news these days can see the turmoil in our
world. Floods, fires, diseases, earthquakes, and political upheaval.
But the Bible tells us that these are just shadows of the things to come. It
tells us to watch and pray. Jesus tells us to be ready at a moment's notice
to do what God has called us to do.
While we wait for Jesus to come back, don't sit back and do nothing!

Get ready! Prepare yourself for the spiritual battles in this world. Ephesians
6 tells us to put on the full armor of God. Before your feet hit the ground,
get that armor on!
Get going! See what's happening in the world and pray for the people
suffering. See the hurts and pain in others, and do your part to heal and
not to wound.

November
Monday - Friday, November 1-5
If you would like to help deliver meals, please
contact Lisa Lind (340-3719)

Watch and pray to see what God is doing in this world.

We want to say a huge thank you to Neil Tompkins for keeping things sprayed around the
church, so we can be bug free! Thanks to Kenny and Laurel Wettlaufer for the beautiful flowers
out front of the church that we were able to enjoy all summer! Thanks to Curt, Sarah, Brady and
Ashley Sidak for doing a GREAT job of keeping the lawn trimmed and mowed! Thank you to
Steve Lind for keeping the lawn fertilized.

Elder Meeting
7 pm
Tuesday, November 9 & 23

Blessed
Fellowship, Fun, and Support for Moms
Tuesday’s 10—11:30 am
November 2, 9, 16 & 30

1-5—Meals on Wheels
2—Blessed (10-11:30 am)
—Elijah Bible Study (1:30 pm & 7 pm)
3—Awana, Living Stones (7-8:30 pm)
—Solid Rock (7:30-9 pm)
9—Blessed (10-11:30 am)
—Elijah Bible Study (1:30 pm)
—Elder Meeting (7 pm)
10—Awana, Living Stones (7-8:30 pm)
—Solid Rock (7:30-9 pm)
16—Blessed (10-11:30 am)
—Elijah Bible Study (1:30 pm)
17—Awana, Living Stones (7-8:30 pm)
—Solid Rock (7:30-9 pm)
23—NO Blessed
—Elder Meeting (7 pm)
24—NO Wednesday Night Activitites
24—HAPPY THANKSGIVING
30—Blessed (10-11:30 am)

Contact Linda Garwood
for more information

Tithing
Did you know that you can give commodities and/or
securities to the church? The main advantage is
that it would save you self-employment tax!!! If you
would like to donate grain, cattle, or
securities, please contact Elroy Thieszen and he can
walk you thru the very easy process! His phone
number is 402-340-6008.

Ushers:
7 - James Cook, Curt Sidak, Nick Konrad, Scott Ballard
14 - Steve Anson, Rod Gartner, Lowell Krieger, Ryan Ballagh
21 - Trent Shoemaker, Mike Breiner, Sam Welling, Mark Brookhouser
28 - Vernon Pospisil, Cory Adams, Dennis Schueth, Tyler Dexter

Sunday School Nursery:
7 - Vicky Krieger
14 - Gwen Johnston
21 - Sara Kronberg
28 - Laurel Wettlaufer

Toddler Nursery:
7 - Kirsten Wettlaufer & Sarah Mitchell
14 - Valarie Kennedy & Reagan Lindsay
21 - Denise Pilcher & Nolan Ballagh
28 - Linda Green & Kiarra Kennedy

4 - PreK Junior Church:
7 - Anita Hampton & Grace Mitchell
14 - Cheryl Bohlender & Madison Hampton
21 - Cami Ballagh & Isaiah Wiekamp
28 - Sandy Mosel & Mia LIndsay

